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Let it be known that Saturday March 1st, 2014 will be "Paint the Gate Day!" The gate that we de-

fend every year is in need of a paint job. Bring your paintbrushes and rollers and gather with us at 

the de Nedham home starting at 10 am and ending when finished. Dress for the weather, it looks 

like it might be a bit chilly.  Please contact exchequer@sudentorre.atlantia.sca.org for directions. 

This is The Bull, a publication of the Barony of Stierbach of the Society for Creative Anachronism, Inc. (Name of Publication) is available from Joshua 

Badgley, 6899 Ridge Water Ct Centreville, VA 20121-5713, 703-585-5650 (c) / 703-815-0310 (h). Subscriptions are free as all publications are availa-

ble electronically. This newsletter is not a corporate publication of the Society for Creative Anachronism, Inc., and does not delineate SCA policies. 

(c) 2014, Society for Creative Anachronism, Inc. For information on reprinting letters and artwork from this publication, please contact the Barony 

of Stierbach Chronicler, who will assist you in contacting the original creator of the piece. Please respect the legal rights of our contributors. 

Ruins in Edinburgh. Photo by Lady Amie Sparrow. 

Note: There was no 

business meeting in 

February. The next 

meeting is March 5 at 

the Manassas Library. 
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Book Review: Tales of the Early Franks: Episodes from Merovingian History, by Augustin 

Thierry (trans. By M. F. O. Jenkins). University, Ala-

bama: The University of Alabama Press, 1977 .  

If your interest lies in Western Europe in the 

Early Middle Ages, this is the book for you.  

This book tells the early history of the Franks in 

seven handy episodes, or chapters: (1) The Four 

Sons of Lothar I, Their Characters, Their Marriag-

es, History of Galswinth I (AD561-568); (2) Se-

quel to the Murder of Galswinth, Civil War, 

Death of Sigibert (AD568-575); (3) History of 

Merovech Second son of King Chilperic (AD575-

578); (4) History of Praetextatus Bishop of Rou-

en (AD577-578); (5) History of Leudast Count of 

Tours, The Poet Venantius Fortunatus,  

The Convent of Radegund at Poitiers (AD579-581); (6) Chilperic as Theologian, Priscus 

the Jew, Continuation of the History of Leudast; and (7) Revolt of the Citizens of Li-

moges, Great Epidemic, Fredegund’s Maternal Sorrows, History of Clovis Third Son of 

King Chilperic (AD580).   

Each of these is a fairly short, concise story about a portion of the history of the 
Franks. These histories cover the breadth and width of the Kingdom of the Franks – 
what is now Germany, France and Italy. It tells the stories of the kings as well as 
prominent counts, bishops and others in “bite-sized” chunks that are easy to read and 
digest.  

I found the interchange between the various kings interesting as well as informative. 
Among the ancient Franks, whenever a king died, all of his sons inherited parts of his 
realm. The pieces, though, were split up so each son had pieces in the areas of the 
other – so while one son might get Germany, another France and a third Italy, the 
sons in Germany and France were given cities and lands in Italy, and vice versa. The 
inevitable result was two sons ganging up on the third. How their internecine strug-
gles were resolved makes this an intriguing story. 

Given that this is the kernel of the Holy Roman Empire, if you have an interest in early 
European history you will enjoy these tales.  

 Buy it! Read it! -- Janos 
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Garb Wars, May 30-June 1, 2014  

A long time ago, in a barony far, far away . . . It was a period of war—garb wars. Teams 

competed, striking with hidden talents to win a victory with both needle and sword. 

During the battles, blows were struck, stitches were sewn, and renown was won. To-

day, the battle continues in Garb Wars II: The Sequel. The Shire of Spiaggia Levantina, 

custodian of the rules of this competition, encourages all to race to the Eastern Shore 

to prove their might with needle and sword and defend the honor of their homelands.  

Fighting: 

Heavy Weapons— there will be a team competition….details coming soon! Archery—

Archers will compete in teams of two. An opportunity to warm up for the Lochmere 

Arrow perhaps? The fighters and archers will compete to “complete an outfit”—points 

will earn ‘articles of clothing’. The more points, the “better dressed” you will be! And 

may the ‘best dressed’ 

 

Arts & Sciences: 

GARB CONSTRUCTION: Teams of up to 6 will have from 5:00 pm Friday until 5:00 pm 

Saturday to construct a complete outfit. (A seventh person can serve as a model only) 

Judges shall monitor activity throughout the competition and will use these observa-

tions plus their critiques of the final outfits in determining a winner. The competition 

will be limited by the space in the hall to the first 8 teams to register. More detailed 

rules and registration information should be obtained from Doughall-Eoghann 

(Douglas Grant) at epiphianos@yahoo.com? Winners will be announced and prizes 

distributed during Saturday’s Feast. A&S DISPLAY WITH POPULACE VOTE: Bring your 

best garb-related A&S item to display. Each person attending Garb Wars will receive a 

token and can use these to vote for their favorite A&S item. Winner will be announced 

during Saturday’s feast. Documentation is encouraged, but not required. BREWS THAT 

KNOCK YOUR SOCKS OFF: Brewing competition for Meads and their honey-based kin 

to be held during the day on Saturday. For more details please contact Hrothgar at 

philngabi@msn.com 

 

Feast:   

There will be a feast to follow court on Saturday night (6:30). The theme of the feast is 

“Spring on the Shore” and will feature ingredients inspired by the season and the tra-

ditions of the Eastern Shore. There are 80 seats available for the feast, which must be 
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preregistered by May 25th. Please contact Meleri (Mel Walker) at teacherwalker@live.com / 757-824-

0284 (home phone) with any food allergies/concerns. (You may sign up for stand-by seats at Troll if any 

are available) 

 

Merchanting: Merchants are welcome! Please contact the autocrat for merchanting information. 

 

Other:  A Bardic Bear Pit competition will be held— clothing themed, of course. There will be children’s 

activities available during the day on Saturday. They will have their own mini Garb Wars project and a 

scavenger hunt.  

Make Checks Payable To: SCA, Inc., Shire of Spiaggia Levantina 

 

Cost Notes:  No family group will pay more than $40 plus any non-member surcharge 

 

Site: Caroline County 4-H Park, 8314 Detour Road, Denton MD 21629 

 

Site Restrictions: No fire pits – fire bowls only. Ashes must be cold and disposed of safely. No original con-

tainers please Service animals only 

 

Autocrat: Eleri Vwyn (Laurie Strang), 13380 Pruitt Lane, Mt. Vernon, MD 21853, Phone: (410) 651-3123, E

-mail: newhunter@earthlink.net 

 

Reservations: Send reservations to autocrat 

 

Directions:  

The site is in Denton, Maryland. The best route from the west is to come over the Bay Bridge and contin-

ue on US 50 East (about 7 miles) to MD 404 and turn left at the traffic light. MD 404 is also called Shore 

Highway. Follow 404 about 17 miles till you reach Harmony Rd. **Harmony Road is also Rte 16. The high-

way sign for Harmony rd has a different road name on it. Turn right on Harmony Road / Rte 16. Go to De-

tour Rd. about 1.5 miles and turn left. The 4-H park is well marked and on the right. From North or South, 

take US 13 to Rt 404 (intersection is near Bridgeville DE) and turn West. Follow the directions above.  

 Day-Trip Feast Camping 

Adult, Member $12.00 $10.00 $0.00 

Adult, Non-Member $17.00 $10.00 $0.00 

Youth (6-14) $8.00 $10.00 $0.00 

Child (0-5) $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 
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Archery at Defending the Gate 2014 
Defending the Gate XIII is a little over one month away, and we have many exciting things planned for the 

archery range. Sanada Toshiyasu will be setting up an atlatl range with several targets, an atlatl royal 

round range, and will be hosting an atlatl battle near the end of the day. I will be offering a 10 station tar-

get archery shoot based on Henry V's 1415 Campaign. Lord Naran Numuchi will be sponsoring a prize for 

the highest score with a period handbow. The qualifying rules for a period handbow we will be following 

are: 

Period Handbow - This category is designed to hold all handbows of period construction, made in a period 

manner, only allowing moderate changes for modern safety. This category therefore holds all bows, be 

they straight or recurved, that meet the following construction guidelines: 

1. The bow shall not have a center cut arrow shelf. Built-up shelves (such as a piece of cork wrapped onto 

the bow), markings, or narrow notches (no more than an arrow width), are acceptable. 

2. The bow must have a solid core of wood, or other period material. It may have a single backing, and/or 

a belly lamination of any material. However a period handbow should not simply have three thin lamina-

tions with the power coming from the laminations. Otherwise the bow must meet the qualifications listed 

in the following rule. 

3. Alternatively, the bow can be of a style that can be documented to exist in period, whose construction 

doesn`t meet the qualifications as given above. However, it must be constructed predominately of period 

materials (small exceptions allowed for safety), and assembled in a period manner (in regards to the 

structure, laminations, shape, etc). This, for example, would include Japanese bows made of multiple 

bamboo laminations or Mongolian style bows made of multiple laminations of wood and horn. It does not 

include, for example, bows made primarily of modern material, such as a solid fiberglass longbow. 

*Arrows do not have to be self-nocked, plastic nocks are acceptable. 

So bring your gear, there will be plenty to do for everyone! And if there are any MIT’s looking to work the 

event, please let me know. I will have things for you to do. 

Yours In Service, 

Lady Sanada Katsumi 



Practices 

Heavy & Fencing 
Please contact knight-marshal@stierbach.org for more information on heavy weapons and fencing practices. 
 
Archery 
Contact archery-marshal@stierbach.org .  
Fredericksburg — (Canton of Sudentorre) area Sunday afternoons at House Wolfhou: The Millers, 106 The Vance Way, Freder-
icksburg, VA 22405  540 - 361 - 7473  

Flint Hill—Weather permitting, the Western Stierbach Archery Practices at Saphir’s will continue into the winter months on 

Thursdays @ 3pm - too dark to shoot.   

Address: 75 Aileen Rd, Flint Hill, VA 22627 

Activities continue to include Royal Rounds, practice, instruction, equipment fine tuning, mechanics, MiT and Warrant class 

(must make prior arrangements), share target design & builds, rules review, and a cookout and a fire pit!! RSVP me at archery

-marshal@stierbach.org if planning on coming and/or for directions. All bows are welcome (limited loaner gear, but we'll 

share!!). Yes, crossbows too!!  I will also be posting to the 'moo' and on Facebook weekly as to confirm practice, range weather 

conditions, and updates!  So get out, bundle up and join us!! 

IN ADDITION beginning on Friday Nov 1 from 5pm-7pm Stierbach Archery practice moves indoors (NO CROSSBOWS allowed), 

our Winter Archery INDOOR PRACTICE@ BULL RUN SHOOTING CENTER  

Address: 7700 Bull Run Drive, Centreville, VA 20121; Phone: 703-830-2344 

Notes: the “range” is in the basement of the shooting center. Fee for shooting $3.25 per person. Please pay at the front desk, 

letting them know you are part of the SCA “club” then come downstairs to join us. Sorry, No Crossbows allowed! Contact ar-

chery-marshal@stierbach.org. 

- Dietrich Saphir zum Drache, TA Marshal, Stierbach 

Regional Deputy Archery Marshal, Kingdom of Atlantia 

Equestrian Practice 

The next Stierbach equestrian practice will be Sunday March 9 at 2 p.m. Make your horse and clinic reservations now.  River 

Chase Farm , 40332 Courtland Farm Ln, Aldie, VA  20105.  (703) 777-1899. info@riverchasefarm.com 
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Workshops 

Baronial Activity Night 
Contact: seneschal@stierbach.org 
 
Leatherworking - Manassas 
Learn the art of leather-crafting 
Meets: Fourth Thursday of the month.  
Starts at 7:00 p.m. 
Contact: pjdarby@verizon.net 
 

Stierbach Social Gathering at Grimmsfield 

Monday nights 5 p.m. to 10 p.m. Address: 16132 Crusade 

Ct., Haymarket, VA  20169. More Info at 

www.grimmsfield.com  

Regularly Scheduled Meetings 
Baronial Business Meeting 
 
Meets: First Wednesday of the month. Starts at 7:00 
p.m. Next meeting March 5. 
 
Location: Manassas Central Library, Manassas, VA 
Contact the seneschal@stierbach.org for more 
information.  

Newcomers Meetings 

New to the Barony? We have some meetings and activities to 

help introduce you to the SCA.  

Contact chatelaine@stierbach.org for more information.  

mailto:knight-marshal@stierbach.org
mailto:archery-marshal@stierbach.org
mailto:archery-marshal@stierbach.org
mailto:archery-marshal@stierbach.org
mailto:seneschal@stierbach.org
mailto:pjdarby@verizon.net
mailto:seneschal@stierbach.org
mailto:chatelaine@stierbach.org


Baronial Officers 
Baron and Baroness of Stierbach 

Baron Valgard av Mors  
baron@stierbach.org 
 

Baroness Esperanza Susanna Flecha 

baroness@stierbach.org  

Seneschal 

Master Ii Saburou Katsumori 

Joshua Logan Badgley 

703-585-5650 (c) / 703-815-0310 (h) 

seneschal@stierbach.org  

Deputy Seneschal 

Aine ingen Comyn 

Chancellor of the Exchequer 
Baroness Briana Maclukas 
Janie Darby 
703-365-9097 
exchequer@stierbach.org 
 
Deputy Exchequer (vacant) 
 
Drop-dead Deputy Exchequer 
Mistress Ceridwen ferch Rhys ap Michael 

Knight Marshal 

Lord Alexandre de Tourouvre 

knight-marshal@stierbach.org  

Deputy Knight Marshal (vacant) 

Herald 

Lord Bertran de St Jean 

herald@stierbach.org  

Deputy Herald 

Lady Karin Taylor de Cameron 

 

Archery Marshal 

THL Dietrich Saphir zum Drache 

Michael Sheppard 

archery-marshal@stierbach.org  

Deputy Archery Marshal 

THL Grimm Tokesonn 

Chronicler 

Lady Amie Sparrow 

chronicler@stierbach.org  

 

Deputy Chronicler (Vacant) 

Minister of Arts & Science 
Lady Sara van Eerde 
arts@stierbach.org 
Cell phone: 703-203-8971 (Please no 
calls after 10 PM) 
 

Deputy Arts & Science 

Lady Amie Sparrow 

Minister of the Lists 

Viscountess Catherine Greyeyes 

mol@stierbach.org 

Deputy Minister of the Lists (vacant) 

Chatelain 
Gunnora Grimm 
thechatelaine@stierbach.org  

Deputy Chatelain (vacant) 

Webminister 

Master Richard Wymarc 

webminister@stierbach.org  

Deputy Webminister (vacant) 

Youth Officer 

(Vacant) 

mom@stierbach.org 

 

Deputy Youth Officer (Vacant)  
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